
POVERTY IN THE ANCIENT WORLD

For the Love of God

Early Christian Attitudes to the Poor



Describe a time in your life 
when you were confronted 

by the reality of poverty 
and/or inequality.

(PAIR & SHARE)
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Pineapple should never 
be found on Pizza

Agree Disagree



You can’t call chess 
a sport

Agree Disagree



The moon landing never 
really happened

Agree Disagree



Marvel movies are an 
insult to our intelligence.

Agree Disagree



Poor people deserve 
to be poor

Agree Disagree



Those who are wealthy have a 
responsibility to help the poor

Agree Disagree



Giving to the poor is mostly about 
getting something back in the process

Agree Disagree



BEING POOR IN THE ANCIENT WORLD







COMPARE & CONTRAST



The Christian insistence that if those 
things are good they are good for 

everybody and they are always good – I 
think that was transformational for the 

Roman world and then for the Christian 
world and is perhaps the single greatest 
contribution of Christianity to public life.

TERESA MORGAN



14:31 Those who oppress the poor insult their Maker,
but helping the poor honours him.

19:17 If you help the poor, you are lending to the Lord –
and he will repay you!

21:13 Those who shut their ears to the cries of the poor
will be ignored in their own time of need.

29:7 The godly care about the rights of the poor;
the wicked don’t care at all.

PROVERBS (NLT)



16 We know what real love is because Jesus gave up 
his life for us. So we also ought to give up our lives 
for our brothers and sisters. 17 If someone has 
enough money to live well and sees a brother or 
sister in need but shows no compassion – how can 
God’s love be in that person?

1 JOHN 3 (NLT)
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