POVERTY IN THE ANCIENT WORLD

Early Christian Attitudes to the Poor
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Describe a time in your life
when you were confronted
by the reality of poverty
and/or inequality.



BY THE NUMBERS

Roughly 733 million people experienced hunger
(chronic undernutrition in 2023). They did not have
consistent access to enough en -giving food for a

normal, healthy, and active life.

An estimated 2.33 billion people in the world were
moderately or severely food insecure in 2023. They

28.9% had to reduc 1ality or quantity of food they

ate, ran out of food sometime during the year, or
went an entire day without eating.

More than 2.83 billion people could not afford a
healthy diet in 2022.

Fight Hunger with Knowledge
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POVERTY, PROSPERITY AND PLANET REPORT 2024

a. Progress in reducing extreme poverty has come
to a halt

(e,°]
o

[@))
o

NO
o

Poverty rate (%)
=

0
5

e Poverty rate at $2.15
e Poverty rate at $3.65
e Poverty rate at $6.85

1990

1995

CENTRE
FOR

PUBLIC
CHRISTIANITY

2000

2005

2010
2015
2020
2025
2030

Sources: Original figures for this publication based on World Bank calculations.

b. Number of people living on less than $6.85 per
day has remained unchanged since 1990
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Note: All § values are expressed in per person per day in 2017 purchasing power parity dollars. 2022—30 are projections and are shown in dots at the
ends of lines. In panel a, the black horizontal dotted line is drawn at 3 percent and indicates the World Bank’s target of ending extreme poverty by
2030. In panel b, it is drawn at 256 million, which represents 3 percent of the global population projected for 2030.
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Pineapple should never
be found on Pizza

Disagree
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You can’t call chess
a sport

Disagree
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The moon landing never
really happened

Disagree
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Marvel movies are an
insult to our intelligence.

Disagree
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Poor people deserve
to be poor

Disagree
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Those who are wealthy have a
responsibility to help the poor
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Giving to the poor is mostly about
getting something back in the process
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COMPARE & CONTRAST

Stoics

Christians
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The Christian insistence that if those
things are good they are good for
everybody and they are always good — |
think that was transformational for the
Roman world and then for the Christian
world and is perhaps the single greatest ’
contribution of Christianity to public life. g.,,
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14:31

19:17

21:13

29:7

Those who oppress the poor insult their Maker,
but helping the poor honours him.

If you help the poor, you are lending to the Lord -
and he will repay youl!

Those who shut their ears to the cries of the poor
will be ignored in their own time of need.

The godly care about the rights of the poor;
the wicked don't care at all.

PROVERBS (NLT)



16 \We know what real love is because Jesus gave up
his life for us. So we also ought to give up our lives
for our brothers and sisters. V7 If someone has
enough money to live well and sees a brother or
sister in need but shows no compassion —how can
God’'s love be in that person?

1 JOHN 3 (NLT)
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Scripture quotations marked (CEV) are from the Contemporary English Version Copyright © 1991, 1992, 1995 by American
Bible Society. Used by Permission.

Scripture quotations marked (ESV) are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), © 2001 by
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked (MSG) are taken from The Message, copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson.
Used by permission of NavPress. All rights reserved. Represented by Tyndale House Publishers.

Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®, Copyright © 1973, 1978,
1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.

Scripture quotations marked (NIVUK) are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version® Anglicized, NIV® Copyright
© 1979, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.
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