‘A HEART FOR THE POOR’

The 7t Earl of Shaftsbury: Anthony Ashley-Cooper



Pineapple should never
be found on Pizza

Disagree
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You can’t call chess
a sport

Disagree
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The moon landing never
really happened

Disagree
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Marvel movies are an
insult to our intelligence.

Disagree
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Poverty is something we should
be able to get rid of

Disagree
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A healthy society protects those
who are poor

Disagree
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Caring for the poor should be a
priority for the government

Disagree
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Are you aware of any current news stories which are
essentially about the treatment of the poor in Australia®”



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

2. If you were a politician what piece of legislation caring
for the poor would you want to pass?



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

3. Should an elected politician be influenced by their faith?
Why? Why not? How much?
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Image from the First Report of the Children’s Employment
Commission (1842)
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. What was Lord Ashley’s response to the Huskar mining accident?
What did he achieve?



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

2. What do we learn about Shaftesbury from his campaigning and the
197 organisations he was involved with?



CP

17 December 1827: "Whether | shall ever be well off or not, God alone knows; but this | pray, that
never asking for wealth, should it be sent me, | may receive at the same time a heart and spirit to lay it
out for man's happiness and God's glory. ... may |, as | have ever endeavoured to do, begin in God, and,
having throughout desired nothing but His glory and the consummation of His word, conclude in the
same, to the advancement of religion and the increase of human happiness.”

7 April 1853: "Engaged more than ever: small works compared with the political and financial
movements of the day - a boarding house, a ragged school, a vagrants' bill, a refuge for thieves! No
wonder people think me as small as my work; and yet | would not change it, for surely God has called
me to this Career!”
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

3. What do these diary excerpts reveal about Shaftesbury’s faith?



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

4. What is your reaction to this description of Shaftesbury: “No man
has ever done more to lessen the extent of human misery or to
add to the sum total of human happiness”?



5"But a beautiful cedar palace does not make a great king!
Your father, Josiah, also had plenty to eat and drink.
But he was just and right in all his dealings.
That is why God blessed him.
16 He gave justice and help to the poor and needy,
and everything went well for him.
Isn’t that what it means to know me?”
says the Lord.

JEREMIAH 22 (NLT)



BIBLE QUESTIONS:

1. What do these verses tell us about what priorities a follower of
God should have?

2. What is your reaction to the question, “Is that not what it means to
know me?”



7 Teach those who are rich in this world not to be proud
and not to trust in their money, which is so unreliable. Their
trust should be in God, who richly gives us all we need for
our enjoyment. 8 Tell them to use their money to do good.
They should be rich in good works and generous to those in
need, always being ready to share with others. ° By doing
this they will be storing up their treasure as a good
foundation for the future so that they may experience true
life.

1 TIMOTHY 6 (NLT)



BIBLE QUESTIONS:

3. What command is given to those who are rich?
4. Why do these verses say not to put your hope in wealth?

5. What do you think Paul means when he talks about the “life that is
truly life"?



If you think about an overall assessment of the man,
you have to say that perhaps the most significant
thing about him is that he made Christianity credible
in the general population, because he stood so
strongly for his Christian faith. And when the general
population thought about Christianity they thought
about Wilberforce and then they thought about
Shaftesbury, and they thought, “This is & Dzhis
something worth' ™ z#0 in society, this is something
wey 0l.”
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