
‘A HEART FOR THE POOR’

For the Love of God

The 7th Earl of Shaftsbury: Anthony Ashley-Cooper



Pineapple should never 
be found on Pizza

Agree Disagree



You can’t call chess 
a sport

Agree Disagree



The moon landing never 
really happened

Agree Disagree



Marvel movies are an 
insult to our intelligence.

Agree Disagree



Poverty is something we should 
be able to get rid of

Agree Disagree



A healthy society protects those 
who are poor

Agree Disagree



Caring for the poor should be a 
priority for the government

Agree Disagree
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1. Are you aware of any current news stories which are 
essentially about the treatment of the poor in Australia?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Are you aware of any current news stories which are 
essentially about the treatment of the poor in Australia?

2. If you were a politician what piece of legislation caring 
for the poor would you want to pass?

3. Should an elected politician be influenced by their faith? 
Why? Why not? How much?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:



1. What was Lord Ashley’s response to the Huskar mining accident? 
What did he achieve?

2. What do we learn about Shaftesbury from his campaigning and the 
197 organisations he was involved with?

3. What do these diary excerpts reveal about Shaftesbury’s faith?

4. What is your reaction to this description of Shaftesbury: “No man 
has ever done more to lessen the extent of human misery or to 
add to the sum total of human happiness”?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:



15 “But a beautiful cedar palace does not make a great king!
Your father, Josiah, also had plenty to eat and drink.

But he was just and right in all his dealings.
That is why God blessed him.

16 He gave justice and help to the poor and needy,
and everything went well for him.

Isn’t that what it means to know me?”
says the Lord.

JEREMIAH 22 (NLT)



1. What do these verses tell us about what priorities a follower of 
God should have?

2. What is your reaction to the question, “ Is that not what it means to 
know me?”

BIBLE QUESTIONS:



17 Teach those who are rich in this world not to be proud 
and not to trust in their money, which is so unreliable. Their 
trust should be in God, who richly gives us all we need for 
our enjoyment. 18 Tell them to use their money to do good. 
They should be rich in good works and generous to those in 
need, always being ready to share with others. 19 By doing 
this they will be storing up their treasure as a good 
foundation for the future so that they may experience true 
life.

1 TIMOTHY 6 (NLT)



1. What do these verses tell us about what priorities a follower of 
God should have?

2. What is your reaction to the question, “ Is that not what it means to 
know me?”

3. What command is given to those who are rich?

4. Why do these verses say not to put your hope in wealth?

5. What do you think Paul means when he talks about the “ life that is 
truly life”? 

BIBLE QUESTIONS:



If you think about an overall assessment of the man, 
you have to say that perhaps the most significant 

thing about him is that he made Christianity credible 
in the general population, because he stood so 

strongly for his Christian faith. And when the general 
population thought about Christianity they thought 

about Wilberforce and then they thought about 
Shaftesbury, and they thought, “This is ḗ″̏ ǅ, this 

something worth ͪ ̏ ẕ≠ǭơ in society, this is something 
we ẙ ̏ ǭḻ .”

DR MICHAEL SCHLUTER
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