
THE INVENTION OF CHARITY

For the Love of God

How Jesus Reshaped Attitudes to the Vulnerable



Define ‘Generosity’



1. Describe a time when you’ve been generous to another person or group of 
people.

2. Describe a time when someone has been really generous to you.

3. Write down a range of good and bad reasons why people might be generous.

THINK / PAIR / SHARE



THE INVENTION OF CHARITY



1. What were the “older foundations” that the Christian commitment to charity was based 
on?

2. What is your reaction to the Old Testament idea that “the surplus of the rich belongs to 
the poor”?

3. What does this show us about the character of God?

4. How did the early Christians expand the Jewish idea of caring for the poor?

5. Evaluate how the values of community care and generosity may have contributed to the 
growth of Christianity.

6. Why did Emperor Julian panic? What did this cause him to do? 

7. What was ironic about Julian’s response to the Christians’ welfare program?

CLIP ANALYSIS QUESTIONS:



Many of these values – the values of welfare, 
of care for widows and orphans, of the 

support of those who are weak – are…in a 
sense a response to God’s grace and a 

response to God’s reaching out to humanity.

MARCUS BOCKMUEHL



8. In what ways could the actions of these early Christians be seen to be motivated by the 
belief in God’s grace and the belief in the value of every human person?

9. How might these values have shaped the way modern society cares for the poor?

CLIP ANALYSIS QUESTIONS:



19 “When you are harvesting your crops and forget to bring in a bundle 
of grain from your field, don’t go back to get it. Leave it for the 
foreigners, orphans, and widows. Then the Lord your God will bless you 
in all you do. 20 When you beat the olives from your olive trees, don’t go 

over the boughs twice. Leave the remaining olives for the foreigners, 
orphans, and widows. 21 When you gather the grapes in your vineyard, 

don’t glean the vines after they are picked. Leave the remaining grapes 
for the foreigners, orphans, and widows.

DEUTERONOMY 24 (NLT)



1. What does God command the Israelites to do in these verses?

2. What would have been challenging about this?

BIBLE QUESTIONS:



32 “So don’t be afraid, little flock. For it gives your Father great happiness 

to give you the Kingdom.

33 “Sell your possessions and give to those in need. This will store up 
treasure for you in heaven! And the purses of heaven never get old or 

develop holes. Your treasure will be safe; no thief can steal it and no 
moth can destroy it. 34 Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of 
your heart will also be.

LUKE 12 (NLT)



1. What does God command the Israelites to do in these verses?

2. What would have been challenging about this?

3. How could someone sell all their possessions and give to the poor, and 
not be afraid of the future?

4. What do you think Jesus means when he says, “For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also”?

BIBLE QUESTIONS:



42 All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and 
to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer.

43 A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many 

miraculous signs and wonders. 44 And all the believers met together in one place and 
shared everything they had. 45 They sold their property and possessions and shared the 
money with those in need. 46 They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in 

homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity —
47 all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day 

the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved.

ACTS 2 (NLT)



1. What does God command the Israelites to do in these verses?

2. What would have been challenging about this?

3. How could someone sell all their possessions and give to the poor, and 
not be afraid of the future?

4. What do you think Jesus means when he says, “For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also”?

5. Create an image to reflect the description of the early church in this 
passage, explaining your design to a partner. 

BIBLE QUESTIONS:



19 “When you are harvesting your crops and forget to bring in a bundle 
of grain from your field, don’t go back to get it. Leave it for the 
foreigners, orphans, and widows. Then the Lord your God will bless you 
in all you do. 20 When you beat the olives from your olive trees, don’t go 

over the boughs twice. Leave the remaining olives for the foreigners, 
orphans, and widows. 21 When you gather the grapes in your vineyard, 

don’t glean the vines after they are picked. Leave the remaining grapes 
for the foreigners, orphans, and widows.

DEUTERONOMY 24 (NLT)
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