‘'TREASURES ON EARTH’

The Medieval Papacy and its Opponents
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Not at all important Extremely important
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Here reign the
successors of the poor
fishermen of Galilee;
they have strangely
forgotten their origins.

| am astounded,

as | recall their
predecessors, to see
these men loaded with
gold and clad in purple,
boasting of the spoils
of princes and nations;
to see luxurious palaces
and heights crowned
with fortifications,
instead of a boat turned
downwards for shelter.

- Petrarch
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. What do you think Jesus meant when he told his followers not to “store up
treasures on earth”?



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

2. In what ways was the Medieval Church failing to reflect this ideal?



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

3. How did Odo feel about the decadent lifestyles of church leaders? What
actions did he undertake as an individual in response to his feelings?



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

4. What strikes you about the account of Odo and John’s journey through
famine-stricken Siena?



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

5. How was 0do’s life a strong criticism of greedy churchmen?



Jesus:

“19Don't store up treasures on earth! Moths and rust can
destroy them, and thieves can break in and steal

them. 29 Instead, store up your treasures in heaven, where
moths and rust cannot destroy them, and thieves cannot

break in and steal them. 2! Your heart will always be where

your treasure is.”

MATTHEW 6 (CEV)
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“You can’t live in a huge house if you are
really serious about following Jesus.”



“Christians shouldn’t spend any money on
entertainment. They should give that money
to the poor instead.”
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“On the weekend, my train went past a church
that was huge! It had a brand-new building that
would’ve cost at least 2 million dollars to build.

| just don’t think churches should be spending
that kind of money.”
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Society. Used by Permission.
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